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OpenTreeMap App Quick Start Guide

Entering a tree into the database 

1. Log in if necessary > a map selection screen opens. 

 

2. Touch Arlington > the Arlington map home screen 
opens. We recommend using the hybrid view. 

 

3. Zoom the map (pinch and drag) enough to see the 
houses on the street you are working on.  

4. Touch  in the top bar > touch the map at the 

position of the tree > a marker appears. 

Note: Other tree markers temporarily disappear 
from the map when you add a new tree. 

5. To adjust the marker’s position, press for a couple 
seconds, then slide it on top of the tree that you are 
marking (best done in hybrid view). 

6. Touch Next > the Tree Information screen appears. 
Enter tree information: 

 Diameter: Autofills as you enter the 
circumference. 

 Circumference: Enter measurement. 

 Species: Touch Unspecified > select species. 

Note: If you don’t know the species, take a photo 
of the tree (including its leaves),  

 Tree condition: Touch Unspecified > select a 
condition. 

 

7. (Optional) Add information: 

 Should expert check tree: Touch Unspecified > 
select Yes. 

 Notes for tree expert: Touch the text box > 
enter a message.  

Note: Take a photo of the tree (see page 2 for 
instructions). 

8. Touch Save. 
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Entering a possible planting site into 
the database 

If you find a good spot to plant a tree (3–4 ft  x 5–6 ft), 
enter a marker for the site.  

To do this, place a marker for the spot just like you 
would to add a tree, but enter species name “empty 
planting site”.  

Taking a photo of a tree 

If you are in the Tree Information screen, you can use 
the camera button to take a photo of a tree. The photo 
will be saved on your camera in an OpenTreeMap 
folder. You will need to email the photo to the 
administrator along with the street address of the tree. 

 

Getting help 

If you run into difficulties while entering a tree, contact 
the Arlington Tree Map administrator, John Ellis: 

john@opticsforhire.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Frequently asked questions 

How do I measure a tree? 

Use a flexible measuring tape to wrap the 

circumference at 4 ½ feet from the ground.  For very 

large trees you can use a string and then measure the 

string. 

Can I delete a tree from the map? 

No, only the map administrator can do this. 

Why can’t I see tree markers on the map? 

You may need to zoom the map in or out a little to see 
the markers. 

Why is it taking so long to save my entry? 

Your cell may not be getting enough signal. Try moving 
to a new location. 

How can I re-center the map on my location? 

Touch  at the top left. 

I can’t get out of this screen! 

Touch  at the top left > the map will re-center on 

your location. 

Is it OK if I don’t know a tree’s species? 

Yes, as long as you take photos of the tree (including its 
leaves), an expert will be able to ID it later. 

How can I view information for trees on the map? 

Touch Tree Map in the home screen if tree markers do 
not show (may happen if you have just added a tree), 
then touch the green tree marker. The name of the 
entry (usually a species) appears at the screen bottom. 
Touch the entry name to open the information record. 

Will you be updating this quick start guide? 

Possibly. We’ll post the document on the Arlington 
Tree Committee website and will notify you about 
updates via our Google Group. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Page 3 

Viewing the Arlington OpenTreeMap online 

The online map shows all the information entered for specific trees in a simple summary view and tells you the 
ecological services that the tree has provided, such as amount of carbon dioxide stored. 
 
 To view the map online, go to  www.opentreemap.org and log in. 
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Tree identification tips 

 

Maple 
Look for clusters of little green flowers in spring. 

 

 

Ash 
Look for opposite branches and 5-13 blades 

opposite one another along leaf stalk, smooth or 
toothed edges, single copter seed 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Oak 
Many varieties, but all have many-lobed leaves that 

are spirally arranged on the branches 
 

 

Sycamore 
Look for splotchy peeling light-colored bark. 

Leaves 4-9” 
 

 

 


